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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, applicants hereby call the attention of the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. The instant 
application is a Continuation-in-Part of Application Serial No. 09/378,367, filed on August 20, 
1999. Applicants attach one copy of each reference that they have not already provided to the 
Office previously during the proceedings in this parent patent application. 

Applicants present these references to the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office because the 
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request that these references be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application 
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is invited to telephone applicants' undersigned representative. 
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